LECTURE V.
the soul does not die when the body dies; secondly, there is the firm conviction that there is a moral government of the world, and that the fate of the soul hereafter is determined by its life hero on earth, to which was soon added as an inevitable corollary, that the fate of the soul here on earth, must have been determined by its acts of a former life. All these thoughts, particularly on their first spontaneous appearance, are full of meaning in the eyes of the student of religion, and there are few countries where we can study their spontaneous growth so well as in ancient India.
Absence of Hells.
This belief in metempsychosis accounts for the al>-sence of hells as places of punishment, at least in tin* earlier phases of the Upanishads.  A difference is madi* between souls that only pass through the manifold stages of animal and vegetable life in order to be horn in the end as human beingii, and those who arc made to assume those intermediate forms of rice and corn and all the rest as a real punishment for evil deeds.    The* latter remain in that state till their evil deeds arc completely expiated, and they have a real consciousness of their state of probation.   But when their debts arc paid and the results of their evil deeds arc entirely exhausted,  they have  a  new  chance.   They may assume a new body, like caterpillars when changed into butterflies.   Even then the impressions of their former misdeeds remain, like dreams.    Still in the end, by leading a virtuous life they may become mm once more, and rise to the world of the Fathers in the moon.   Here a distinction is made, though not